IS    POLAND    LOST?

Polish troops were still fighting. Was it a betrayal
of the Polish people? Was it sheer cowardice?
The answer is contained in the following essential
passages in the proclamation issued to the Polish
nation by the President of the Republic, M Ignacy
Moscicki, after the Russian invasion of Poland:

'From the passing deluge we must safeguard
the symbols of the Republic and the source of
constitutional authority. . . . Therefore, with
a heavy heart, I have resolved to transfer the
seat of the President of the Republic and of the
highest executive authority of the State to a
place offering conditions that assure to them
full sovereignty and enable them to watch over
the interests of the Republic. . . . Not for the
first time in our history, we are faced with an
invasion inundating our country both from the
west and the east. . . . Citizens, I am aware that
throughout the hardest ordeals you will preserve
the same strength of spirit, the same dignity and
lofty pride by which you have earned the admir-
ation of the world. On every one of you to-day
rests the duty of guarding the honour of the
nation, no matter what may befall you, Almighty
Providence will render justice to our cause/

It will be seen that it was the duty of the Polish
Government to leave Polish soil once it became
certain that the only alternative was the destruction
of *the symbols of the Republic and the source of
the constitutional authority'. It was the intention